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 All Hallows Guild—Stewards to the Gardens and Ground s of  

 

 Washington National Cathedral  

Fifty-three years ago, the 1954 Flower Mart Committee decided to ask an  
Embassy  to be the honored country of the Mart.  This provided that year's festi-
val and all those that have followed with the opportunity to add the flavor, fun 
and culture of another country thereby enhancing Flower Mart in a unique and 
different way each year.  The first country honored was France and Mrs.  
Richard M. Nixon cut the ribbon at the Opening Ceremonies.   Since that time, 
41 different Flower Marts honored a foreign country or countries and many have 
come to the Mart several times. 
 
It is very exciting that our close neighbor, Canada, is the honored country this 
year.  Already our similarities as well as our differences in national culture have 
inspired some creative conversations about what this Mart will present.  Canada 
has a rich horticultural and culinary life; it is a very beautiful country with a  
diverse citizenry. Discovering new things about our northern neighbor will make 

for a richly entertaining festival.  More about this year's Mart 
and our Honorary Chairman on Page 2. 
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The finishing touches are now being done to the 
Amphitheater—additional railings and plantings  
making the beauty of the Amphitheater even more 
breath-taking. From the entrance to this remark-
able hillside project on Pilgrim Road, one can see 
the Washington Monument in the far distance and 
the beauty of the Woods as a back drop to the 
stage.  The Guild is looking forward to having  
Cathedral visitors, students, pilgrims and cele-
brants enjoy this outdoor space—adding to their 
experience whether it be a concert, a religious 
service, a wedding, or a picnic on the grounds. 
   
Revitalization of the outdoor amphitheater marks 
the final phase of the Olmsted Woods Restoration, 
which the Guild undertook as their 80th Anniver-
sary Project in 1996.  At its completion, All  
Hallows will have spent more than $2 million on 
this restoration plan.  If you wish to dedicate a tree 
in the amphitheater or the woods, call Louise 
Beale: 301 951-3913.  Contributions to the Project 
are also welcome, Call Dede Petri:  202 298-8109. 

Carousel Horses by Betty Gordon 

 
 
Join us for Washington's premier outdoor festival for garden enthusiasts and families, held May 4th, 10:00 A.M. 
to 6:00 P.M. and May 5th, 10:00 A.M. to 5:00 P.M. at Washington National Cathedral, sponsored by All  
Hallows Guild for more than 65 years to support the care of the 59-acre grounds surrounding the Cathedral. 
Transportation and Parking Options:  Any #30's Metro Bus takes you to the Cathedral.  In addition, free 
shuttle buses will run from the Tenley Metro both days of the Mart.  Pay parking will be available in the 
new on site parking garage.    �����������	
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More on the Completion & Dedication of the Amphitheater on page 3 
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In 1939, the first Flower Mart had booths running the 
length of the Pilgrim Steps, and Mrs. Woodrow Wilson 
and her neighbors manned one of the booths. Flower 
Mart today is very different. It encircles the whole  
Cathedral, with many more booths, food and flower 
vendors and activities. We are honored to have a dif-
ferent Mrs. Wilson as an important part of this year’s 
Flower Mart—Mrs. Margaret Wilson, wife of Ambassa-
dor Michael Wilson, is our Honorary Chairman of 
Flower Mart 2007. 
 
Mrs. Wilson chose nursing as her profession. She has 
worked for a number of nursing organizations including  
hospitals and private service for palliative care. In this 
latter capacity, her work has  been very much appreci-
ated by patients and their families undergoing very  
difficult experiences. Ambassador and Mrs. Wilson 
have two children and five grandchildren. All Hallows 
Guild is grateful that Mrs. Wilson is contributing her 
time and efforts to support our work for the Cathedral 
grounds.  She is an avid gardener and has been a 
member of the Garden Club of Toronto.  In addition to 
gardening, Mrs. Wilson enjoys other outdoor activities 
including golfing and skiing.  "I am delighted that Can-
ada is the country of honor at this year’s Flower Mart. 
Flower Mart at the Washington National Cathedral is a 
prestigious charity event and we are proud to partici-
pate," says Mrs. Wilson. “As an active gardener, I have 
always been impressed that Canada’s flora includes 
well over 3,000 native plants. I like to think that  
Canada’s regions are as diverse as the flowers which 
grow in them. I am sure you will receive a warm wel-
come to our many notable public gardens wherever 

                                                                                                   you visit in Canada." 
                       About this Year's Mart   
As always, Flower Mart will feature an outstanding array of horticulture booths and 63 gift vendors (18 
new to this year) selling herbs, annual and perennial plants, jewelry, accessories, unique clothing and 
gifts for everyone in the family.  Don't forget the incredible Silent Auction with its bargains for bidders.  
Children and kids at heart are sure to be entertained with the many rides, games and a climbing wall. All 
Hallows Guild’s century-old restored carousel will be a sought-after ticket, as it is every year.  In the  
Embassy Tent a Canadian storyteller will be featured as well as a native Inukshuk workshop.  Children's 
books and other giveaways will delight the youngsters.   Tours of the Bishop’s Garden are a favorite of 
garden lovers, and those with an adventurous spirit and sturdy legs love to climb to the top of the Cathe-
dral’s Central Tower with its amazing views from Washington’s highest point.  Don't miss the Royal  
Canadian Mounted Police Officer and his trusty steed!  After shopping, touring and game playing, you will 
surely have worked up an appetite, and Flower Mart has something for every taste— the Asian Grille, 
Swiss bakery, designer cupcakes, crab cakes, Armand's pizza, Rockland’s Barbecue, Cajun cuisine,  
Italian sausages, and deep fried mushrooms and artichoke hearts—all will tempt you.  
 
 
 
Recently retired economist Dr. Esther Suss is chairing this year’s Flower Mart with all the competency and enthusi-
asm she displayed during her professional career. Already she has assembled more than 70 volunteers who will  help 
spearhead this year's Flower Mart. Bringing wide experience from her former career as a senior economist with the 
International Monetary Fund, Esther Suss served on assignments in Armenia, Belize, Canada, Costa Rica, Ecuador, 
Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, Latvia, Nicaragua, Panama, Great Britain, Uzbekistan and Zambia. Originally from 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, she has resided in northwest Washington for fifteen years. 

L to R:  Esther Suss, FM Chair, Mary Evelyn Dean, AHG  
President and Mrs. Wilson, FM Honorary Chairman –taken at 
the lovely Embassy Tea given for Flower Mart's volunteers. 

Continued on Page 3 
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For the second year in a row, the mag-
nificent nave of Washington  
National Cathedral will display an  
array of beautiful floral arrangements by 
participating embassies from around the 
world.  Exhibits will highlight each coun-
try’s natural and floral heritage, as well 
as its topography, national colors, flags 
and symbols.  This year’s participating 
countries will include: Canada, USA, 

Armenia, Belgium, Ecuador, Greece, Jamaica,  Latvia, New Zealand, Poland, Spain, Sri Lanka, Switzerland, Ukraine 
and United Kingdom & Northern Ireland. 

Left:  Jamaica's 2006 beautiful entry;  Right:  Switzerland's Mountain of Flowers in 2006.   
Photos by Dr. James Pittman 

In 1993 she was a lung transplant recipient and nine 
years later successfully participated in the 2004, 2005 
and 2006 5K Transplant Games as a silver medalist 
for her hometown team, Team Pittsburgh.  Three years 
ago she made headlines when she became a mentor 
for those struggling with organ transplants, and she 
has testified  before the Food and Drug Administration 
Advisory Committee on experimental medicine. 
 
We are most fortunate to have Esther’s leadership, 
which brings not only a professional and academic 
background but the strength of purpose which guided 
her safely through a difficult health challenge. 
  
Four years ago she became involved with our Flower 
Mart and each spring served with the Mart committee 
as a volunteer in the Treasurer’s office. This year she 
will be leading every committee and volunteer as we                       
all salute Canada, the 2007 honored country. 
 

 

Dr.  Suss continued from Page 2 

L to R:  Esther Suss, FM Chair, and Dee Skillern, FM Advisory 
Chair,  view South Road with Flower Mart  in mind.   
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  are at right:  Anne Elsbree; Donald  
Partlan & Michael Vergason, Landscape Designers and 

Dede Petri. 
When the formal amphitheater dedication will occur this year,  
the Olmsted Woods will resound with the music of madrigal 
singers and trumpeters as the All Hallows Guild Amphitheater 
is formally dedicated.  The Very Reverend Samuel T. Lloyd 
III, Dean of Washington National Cathedral, will conduct the 
dedication service at the Amphitheater located on Pilgrim 
Road. Attendees are then invited for further celebration. If 
you wish an invitation,  please leave a message on the All 
Hallows Guild office phone:  202 537-2937  
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Sean Callahan was born and raised 
in Montgomery County and he has 
always had a love of art.  He enrolled 
in art classes at Montgomery  
College, but seeing the television 
documentary titled the The Stone 
Carvers began an experience that 
changed his life.  The PBS film cen-
tered around Vince Palumbo and the 
other stone carvers working on finish-
ing touches to the Cathedral. Sean 
came to the Cathedral, went into the 
Stone Carvers' shed that was on the 
northwest side of the Cathedral and 
saw the carvers at work.  Right then 
and there he asked for a job.  Mr. 
Palumbo told him to come back in a month and Sean repeated his visits five more 
times!  Finally he received a call to come to work.  Sean feels that his work building 
stone walls may have helped him secure the job.  
He apprenticed with Vince Palumbo and learned 
the crafts of stone cutter, stone carver and mason.   
 
In 1957, All Hallows Guild installed a plaque honor-
ing Florence Brown Bratenahl in the Bishop's  
Garden wall behind the perennial garden.   When it 
became apparent last year that the French lime-
stone plaque had greatly deteriorated, the Guild 
voted to replace the plaque and asked Joe 
Alonso's Cathedral masons to do the work.  
Talented carver, Sean Callahan was selected, suit-
able Indiana limestone was found, and the work 
began.   It was not known if the old stone could be 
stabilized, and to ensure its removal in one piece, 
Sean made a rubber mold of the original and from 
that produced a plaster casting of the plaque.  From this cast the new  
replicated tablet could be carved.  The inscription on the replicated plaque reads:   
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Sean Callahan's talents are seen in other areas of the 
Cathedral.  He recently carved  an exquisite half boss 
(a boss is a stone ornament connecting the ribs of a 
ceiling, usually carved to tell a story)  in the Human 
Rights Bay located near the Churchill Porch—the  
Cathedral's Wisconsin Avenue entrance.    His great 
skill shows a carved stone waterfall that actually 
seems to tumble and splash upon the people below.  
The iconography for the carving is taken from Amos 5:24:"...Let justice roll down like 
waters, and righteousness like an everflowing stream."   This boss was dedicated to 
Canon Margot Semler—given by her son.  To view other  works by Sean  one would 
have to climb up to the top of the Towers where there are pinnacles carved by Callahan 
and other stone carvers.  Hopefully there will be many more examples of his wonderful  
carvings throughout the Cathedral for us all to enjoy in the years to come.  

Sean at Work on the Bratenahl Plaque 

IMPORTANT  DATES 
FOR YOUR CALENDAR  

 
Woods Walks 

 
� The History & Folklore 
of Flowers—Thurs., April 
26, 10 am.  Leader: Annette 
Lasley, native plant special-
ist.  How did wildflowers get 
their names?  What is their 
natural history, religious 
symbolism & folklore. 
 
� Birdwalk—May 3, 8:30 
am.  Sheila Cochran, leader. 
 
� Flower Mart—May 4 & 
May 5, 2 pm.  Leaders:  
Dede Petri & Cathedral  
Horticultural Staff.  A look at 
the completed Amphitheater.  
Meet at All Hallows Guild 
Booth. 
 
� The Amphitheater & 
Native Plant Connection.—
May 10, 10 am.  Leader:  
Maureen Alonso.  Birdwalk, 
8:30 am with Sheila Cochran 
 
� The Glories of  
Summer—June 21, 10 am.  
Leader:  Maureen Alonso.  A 
close-up view on the adapta-
tion of trees & other wood-
land plants to warmer 
weather. 
No reservations are required for 
these Walks & all programs are 
free. Cancellation in heavy rain. 
Information: 202 537-2319 

 
 

Bishop's Garden Tours 
Docent-led tours are given  

April to October . 
Group Tour Reservations: 
Fran Lewis: 703-352 2429 

 
Individuals meet at the Herb 

Cottage on Wednesday at 
10:30 without a reservation 

 
Interested in becoming a 

Docent, call: 202 537-2937 
 

The newly-carved tablet is back in its 
rightful place in the Bishop's Garden.  

Half Boss, Human Rights Bay 
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This year, 2007, marks the 252nd anniversary of General Edward Braddock's march to Fort 
Duquesne and the 100th anniversary of a marker being placed in NW Washington to  
commemorate this event.  Many will recall the historic marker known as the “Braddock  
Boulder;” which was located for the past 100 years at a spot overlooking Wisconsin Avenue 
(formerly the old Tenleytown Road) just inside Washington National Cathedral's Close, at the 
junction of Wisconsin and South Road. It was recently moved to make way for construction of 
the entrance to the new underground bus parking garage.  The marker currently stands on its 
side a short distance away from its original site, pending completion of the construction work, 
when it will be returned to an appropriate location on the Close.  A bronze plate on the 
“Boulder” states that it was put in place in 1907 by the Society of Colonial Wars in the 
District of Columbia  “to mark the road over which on April 14, 1755, a division of the 
British army under General Braddock marched on its way to Fort Duquesne.”  
 
These British and Colonial troops, including George Washington as General Brad-
dock’s aide de camp, ultimately met with a devastating defeat near Fort Duquesne 
(now Pittsburgh) at the hands of a combined French and Native American force, and 
General Braddock was killed in the engagement.  Major General Edward Braddock is 
also remembered here at historic Carlyle House in Old Town Alexandria, VA, which 
was his headquarters as British military commander for the American Colonies. It was 
at Carlyle House earlier in 1755 that the General convened the Colonial  
Governors in the “Council of Alexandria” to develop strategy and financing for 
his upcoming campaign in what became known as the French and Indian War, 
just prior to his departure on the fateful march to Fort Duquesne.  

The Boulder was moved by crane out of 
the garage construction area.  It will be 
returned as close to the original location 

as possible. 

I first met Pete Gordon in 1953 just before joining the faculty at St. Albans School.  My 
bride-to-be and I were apartment hunting and we visited him and Betty in their place 
close to the school just as they were preparing to move into their first house in  
Bethesda.   
 
Over the ensuing years almost weekly we shared a tennis court either at St. Albans or 
subsequently at Episcopal High School.  I can truly say that Pete was the ultimate 
representative of the "Greatest Generation".  He loved his family, his work, his church, 
and his country. 
 
After finishing high school in Western Pennsylvania, he joined the Marines during 
World War II, an experience which produced the familiar "Now Hear This" greeting on 
the Gordon's answering machine, as well as the American flag that is displayed in 
their yard.  During Pete's post-war College summers he worked in Yellowstone Park 
where he met Betty.  The legendary romance between the "garbage man and the 
chambermaid" has lasted over half a century and produced three wonderful children.  
With Pete and Betty there never was a "better half" - only two best halves. 
 
Pete loved all sports.  He was an avid bird hunter who spent many a misty morning in 
a duck blind.  His garden plot sometimes produced alarming amounts of zucchini.  He once owned and learned to fly 
a small airplane.  He served as an Elder in  his Presbyterian church.  He was a man of many and varied talents—but 
his greatest gift was the extraordinary ability to be a friend to all.  Like Will  Rogers, "he never met a man he didn't 
like" and those who were fortunate enough to know Pete were magnetized by his gracious personality, his staunch 
character, and his generous spirit.  He leaves a great void and he will not be forgotten. 
 
From the Editors 
We send our sincere condolences to Pete's dear wife, Betty, their daughters, Allison and Ellen and their son Stephen.  
Betty is a former President (1984-86) of the Guild, the leader and founder of the All Hallows Guild Puppet Company, 
a talented Guild artist and designer of Flower Mart tote bags and one of the founding members and long-time Director 
of the Tour & Tea Program. 
Allen Phillips and wife, Jackie, have both been close friends of the Gordons.    Allen worked two years with Pete at St. 
Albans and Jackie has worked closely with Betty as the Puppet Show's Narrator for many years. 
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Photo from the St. Albans  
Website.  To read their loving 
tributes to Pete: 

www.stalbansschool.org 
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It is with great regret that we report the death last  
November of Katherine Warnell, much-loved All  
Hallows Guild member and volunteer. Her knowledge 
of native plants was a particularly important contribu-
tion to both the All Hallows Guild Garden Committee 
and the Olmsted Woods Planting Committee—two 
committees on which she served. 
   
She will also be remembered most vividly as a 
Bishop’s Garden docent and a Premier Plant booth 
manager at Flower Mart.   She gave hundreds of hours 
conducting garden tours where her command of plant 
names, both botanical Latin and common, inspired awe 
in all.    
 
Katherine’s favorite volunteer role was as co-chair of 
the Premier Plant booth at Flower Mart. One of her 
friends recalled, "Katherine was devoted to the  
Premier Plant booth.  It was a somewhat disparate 
group of volunteers but it all worked well and everyone 
had a great time and came back every year because 
of Katherine."  Her hard work, sense of humor and 
unfailing kindness to all will be missed. 
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Florence Brown Bratenahl wrote about the Bishop's Garden Yew Walk in 1928: “But the Great Yew lifts our eye to a higher level…
a group of them, amazingly tall and black, like Italian cypresses silhouetted against the soft gray of the Cathedral, lifting the vision 

higher and still higher, even unto the loftiest pinnacle of the 
Central Tower.” 
 
Mrs. Bratenhal’s original plans called for 6 Irish Yews in 
the Yew Walk.  After the removal of one plant, we started 
a search for a replacement of the quality and size that 
would be suitable for the Bishops Garden.  Elizabeth 
Brewster, former Horticulture Manager, had relocated to 
Portland, Oregon.  She obtained a job with D&R Nursery.  
She called me shortly after starting her new job and excit-
edly proclaimed that she had found the replacement yew.  
D &R had a whole nursery yard full of 12-13’ Irish Yews. 
 
After consultation with the Garden Committee and much 
thought we decided that we would replace not one but 
three of the four remaining plants.  Elizabeth sent multiple 
photos of the yews in Oregon and handpicked the three 
best trees for their new homes in the Bishop’s Garden.  
We planned on receiving the new yews in October for fall 
planting.  The plants weighed almost 2 tons each! We  
realized very quickly that we did not have the equipment to 

handle such large plants so I contacted Elizabeth to see who here in the DC area could help us.  She recommended 
Chapel Valley Landscape.  The plants would be driven from Portland Oregon to Washington, DC on a flatbed truck.   
 
I met with Chapel Valley and they agreed to accept the plants at their nursery and to transport them here to the  
Cathedral .  We coordinated the arrival of the plants on the Close with the positioning of a 

Katherine (l) with Ida Geary, 1995, in San Francisco—
picture was taken on a trip with her devoted husband Bill.  In 
the mid 1980's, Katherine attended Ida's weekly classes on 
botany and marine biology for almost 2 years.  According to 
Bill:  "Ida imbued Katherine with her interest in bot any and 
horticulture, which served her well in later years in her  
association with All Hallows Guild." 

Taken at the D & R Nursery—taxus bac. 'Fastigiata' row 

Continued on Page 7 
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crane and an early-morning shutdown of Pilgrim Road. Prior to the yews' 
arrivals, the Horticulture staff dug and prepared the large planting holes.  
The planting holes were a necessary 10 feet wide and 2 feet deep  to  
accommodate these imposing trees. 
 
After months of waiting the day of planting dawned. I arrived at 4:30 am to 
find the crane already setting up and the flatbed truck with the new Irish 
Yews in place.  After almost an hour of set ups, the first yew was strapped 
on to the crane and lifted into the garden and the awaiting hole.  We used 
flashlights to light the darkness so we could position the yew while the first 
peak of a beautiful sunrise was starting to hit the Cathedral.   As the sun 
slowly rose in the eastern sky, we moved yew number 2 into position.   The 
yew was positioned successfully and we turned to the last plant.  Finally, 
full daylight arrived with all three plants properly positioned.  They were 
then untied, backfilled, mulched and watered. 
 
The yew trees are reminiscent of the Italian cypress that Mrs. Bratenahl so  

elegantly described almost 80 years ago.  I think she would be 
quite happy  to see them in their new home. 

Don Myer has fun and he is definitely a Renaissance Man with many  
wonderful talents and interests.  Julie White and Linda Daisley met with 
Don in his NW Washington home and studio to receive his generous gifts 
to All Hallows Guild—several of his signed botanical prints of extraordinary 
beauty.  The Guild decided to bring these works to Flower Mart. 
 
Don has been instrumental in the Cathedral’s conservation and preserva-
tion, but also has had a rich career as a preserver and restorer of historic 
buildings and memorials with many interesting and varied experiences 
along the way. After completing courses in architecture, one of his first jobs 
was restoring the steeple of Independence Hall.  This was a risky task  
because every time a truck rumbled by, the steeple (not firmly anchored) 
would move.  Don came to Washington, DC in 1963, and entered the U.S. 
Park Service to do historic preservation.  In this capacity, Don restored the  
Custis Lee Mansion, and worked on one of the many restorations of the 
Washington Monument, stationed on a  window washer’s rigging – another 

very precarious location. Next, he became 
the Assistant Secretary at the US Commis-
sion of Fine Arts, where he worked for 
thirty years.  This was exciting work, devel-
oping models for urban renewal and his-
toric preservation while working, as one may in Washington, with many famous people.  
After retiring from the Commission, he became the Clerk of the Works at Washington 
National Cathedral for 3 1/2 years.   Again retired, Don continues to serve the  
Cathedral on the Building & Grounds Committee where he heads the West Front Study 
Group.  This group has the important responsibility of planning a "world class design" 
for  the West Front providing functional program space directly in front of the Cathedral, 
while enhancing the landscape setting after the parking garage construction is com-
plete. Don remains an integral member of the dedicated group of people who preserve 
the aesthetics of our Gothic Cathedral.  
 
Don’s latest passion is botanical drawings.  His work is detailed and fine, with  gor-
geous renderings of color using watercolor and colored pencil.   He further hopes that 
his talents will help ecological causes.  Come to Flower Mart's Silent Auction for the 
opportunity to see or own a Don Myer original, sign ed work. 
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Irish Yews Replaced by Joe Luebke  (continued from page 6) 

This remarkable photo taken by Joe shows a yew  
being lowered by a crane into the Bishop's Garden. 
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