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Maxine Isaacs and Jim Johnson  made the 

 Woodland Bridge renovation possible  

On a crystal clear, bitter cold January 
afternoon, several dozen hardy friends 
of All Hallows Guild gathered in        
Olmsted Woods for the dedication of the 
newly refurbished Woodland Bridge, a 
project  made possible by a generous 
gift from Maxine Isaacs and Jim      
Johnson. 

A prayer for sacred spaces in nature 
was read by the Rev. Bruce McPher-
son, director of Liturgy and    Worship at 
the Cathedral, who then led participants 
in a litany for the blessing of the bridge.   

Following a trumpet fanfare, the bridge’s 
original architect Walter Ramberg     
reminisced on his days on the close and 
the design and restoration of the bridge.  

“The bridge is particularly significant to 
me as it was my first work as an         
architect,” began Ramberg.  “I was hired 
on behalf of All Hallows Guild to create 
a wooden bridge that would be a      
companion  to the trees of the Olmsted 
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Woods.”   

“Generations of football players in cleats,  
graffiti artists, storm 
water and trash have 

By Mary Beth Ray 

Chairman, Flower Mart 2004  

 

Fasten your seatbelt and plan to be transported south 
of the border on Friday, May 7, and Saturday, May 8.  
Flower Mart 2004 promises festivity, fun, and lots of 
color! 

The wife of the Mexican Ambassador will be the     
Honorary Chairman when Mexico provides our theme 
this year, and the Cathedral  
    (Continued on page 2) 

Mrs. Bremer, center, wife of the former Mexican 
Ambassador to the U.S., joins Flower Mart    

Committee members for a sunny tour of the 
Bishops Garden. 

Woodland Bridge Reopens 
Thanks to Generous Donors 

 

Viva Mexico and  
Viva Flower Mart 2004 

 

Please join us for the 
following programs  
that focus on the     
Olmsted Woods Resto-
ration launched by All 
Hallows Guild in 1997.  
The Guild, founded in 
1916, is responsible 
“for the care and    
beautification of the          
Cathedral gardens and 
grounds.” 

 

Thurs., March 18, 2004, 
10 a.m.  -- Frederick 
Law Olmsted and the 
Olmsted Woods.  This 
tour will begin at the 
South Plaza (Garfield 
Street entrance to the 
Woods) and trek up the 
hillside in keeping with 
Olmsted’s vision.  
Along the way, we will 

         (Continued on page 7)  
Continued on page 2 



 

 

Bridge Restoration is Part of the Guild’s Overall W oods Plan 
(Continued from Page one) 
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been hard on the bridge,” said Ramberg.  “But the Lord seems to have been 
watching over the bridge—no one fell off!”  Later, Ramberg added, “Friends --
especially the donors-- turned up when neglect and abuse seemed to point to 
doom!” 

The donors, Maxine Isaacs and Jim Johnson, cut the ribbons, a final trumpet           
fanfare by the St. Albans musicians was sounded, and the chilly group went 
along the Pilgrim Way to Sayre House for warmth and refreshments. 

The bridge had been closed since 2001 when it was deemed unsafe following 
years of uncontrolled stormwater in the ravine.  This had produced deep pond-
ing, cross cutting and erosion. The bridge pilings deteriorated as a                
consequence.  

Responding to these problems, All Hallows Guild launched the multi-year     
Olmsted Woods Restoration project in 1997, including the development of an 
extensive stormwater management program.  The construction of weirs resulted 
in the slowing down of water which, in turn, helped erase the streambank     
erosion and provided conditions conducive to the re-establishment of healthy 
forest vegetation.  With underlying problems addressed, attention turned to the 
bridge.  Built in 1962, the bridge—designed by St. Albans graduate Ramberg—
is a   signal feature of the Cathedral landscape.  Ramberg and engineer Jim 
Cutts worked with the Cathedral Foundation staff to reinforce structural mem-
bers and stabilize the ravine bottom. 

Generations of students and visitors have used the bridge to traverse the deep 
ravine which marks the Eastern edge of the Olmsted Woods.  The bridge has 
received architectural recognition and is included in the American Institute of            
Architects guidebook to the architecture of Washington, DC.   Be sure to visit 
the “new” bridge whenever you next visit the close. 

Peggy Steuart, Garden Commit-
tee co-chair,  chats with bridge 
architect Walter Ramberg  

(Continued from page 1) 

Close will come alive with the sounds of a Mariachi band, the delicious aroma of fajitas, and the brilliant colors of Mexi-
can pottery and textiles.  This year we’re celebrating the 30th anniversary of Mexico as Flower Mart’s honored country.  
And we join another distinguished Washington institution in honoring Mexico this spring:  starting April 4, the National    
Gallery of Art will feature the Courtly Art of the Maya, and Diego Rivera: Cubist Still Life and Portraits. 

Flower Mart is known for its thematic entertainment.  We are delighted to feature Mariachi Los Amigos, a spirited local 
mariachi band that recently played at the Kennedy Center’s Millennium Stage.  This authentic group of violins, trumpets 
and guitars performs a wide musical repertoire, including Mariachi classics like “Guadalajara” “Cielito Lindo” and “La 
Bamba.”    

Over 60 vendor booths will stock your old favorites, including plants, handbags and jewelry. But this year, vendors will 
add a decidedly Latin flavor, with Mexican silver, salsa, serapes, pottery and art.  The inimitable White Elephant sale is 
back, and this year special treasures, such as silver baby rattles imported from Mexico, will be sold by silent auction.  
Bring your checkbook and shop for everyone on your list.  Remind your children to do their shopping as well: Mother’s 
Day is Sunday, May 9. 

To draw you even closer to the equator, take a stroll through the Rolling Rainforest, a self-contained ecosystem in a 53-
foot long 18-wheel truck, brought to us by our friends at Discovery Creek Children’s Museum.  The Rolling Rainforest 
immerses children and adults in the beauty of lush tropical foliage, while teaching about the fragile environment that pro-
duces coffee, chocolate, chewing gum and medicine. There are both live and stuffed animals, a real waterfall, and a    
Mayan stela.    For more information on the Rolling Rainforest, see www.discoverycreek.org      (Continued on last page)  

.  

Experience a Rain Forest and a Mariachi Band at Flo wer Mart 



 

 

A message from the President…  
A strong beginning—worthy of sustaining 
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All Hallows Herald, Spring 2004 

 Each spring brings new challenges and joys for gardeners.  
What will come back?  What will flourish?  What will not?  So it is for 
All Hallows Guild—we work throughout the year to produce each 
Flower Mart.  But, if it rains, then what?  All year, volunteers work at 
the Herb Cottage and in the Tour and Tea Program to raise money 
for the Guild’s mission, but if tourism is down, then what?   

  I marvel at the commitment and devotion that preserve the 
Cathedral gardens and grounds as “havens of peace and refresh-
ment” for all to enjoy.  With its antiquities, historic plantings and    
vibrant color, the landscape is a jewel in the midst of Washington, 
DC.  This commitment and devotion has a good strong and healthy 
“root system” - at the core is Florence Brown Bratenahl. 

 Florence Bratenahl had energy, drive, vision and courage.  
She, as wife of the Cathedral’s first Dean, started All Hallows Guild 
in 1916 with 50 of her friends.   She located and had moved to the 
close large mature plant materials such as trees and boxwoods from         
abandoned plantations.  And she proudly stated that she never lost a 
single one!  She secured bricks, flagstone, limestone and copings 
from old buildings (some stones had been cut by hand 150 years 
ago after being taken from George Washington’s quarry) and from 
these, she had walls, walkways and arches built – some of which 
she designed. 

 Mrs. Bratenahl must have been very persuasive.  George 
Gray Barnard found large numbers of antiquities strewn about the 
French countryside following WWI and he brought them to New York 
City to the Cloisters.    Mrs. Bratenahl persuaded him to donate 
some of these treasures—a 9th century baptismal font, 15th and 16th       
century bas reliefs, to name a few—to the Bishops’ Garden.  By 
1928 she had completed the Bishops’ Garden.  In 1929, as chairman 
of the Guild’s Garden Committee, Florence Bratenahl wrote a book-
let called “A Cathedral Hillside and its Gardens” documenting the 
development of the Bishops’ Garden.  This booklet has just been    
reprinted by All Hallows Guild and will be available this spring for     
purchase at The Herb Cottage for $2.50. 

 We will always be grateful for Florence Bratenahl.  She      
accomplished things that very few could do.  Like Mrs. Bratenahl, 
you, the devoted friends of the Guild, continue to sustain and glorify 
this blessed tract of land.  All Hallows Guild and I extend our        
gratitude to all of our loyal supporters who keep the Guild true to the 
vision of its exceptional founder through memberships, memorials, 
Olmsted Woods donations, Herb Cottage purchases and as tireless 
and energetic volunteers throughout the year.   
    Linda T. Daisley,  

    President, All Hallows Guild 

Florence Brown Bratenahl 

was recently included in the 
Handbook of American 
Women’s History where she 
was recognized for her contri-
butions to the Cathedral 
Close . 
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After Many Years the Herb Cottage Has a New Roof 
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The Herb Cottage, known to many as the All Hallows Guild “all purpose” gift shop, turns 100 this spring.  
Originally the Baptistery for the Cathedral, the Herb Cottage has been the site of the All Hallows Guild shop 
for many years, helping to raise money for the beautification and maintenance of the gardens, grounds and 
woodland of the Cathedral close. 

Recently, the Herb Cottage received a new slate roof.  According to Joe Alonso, head mason for the Cathe-
dral, “The roof was not the original, but had been on at least 50 years.”  Joe continued, “When the old slate 
was removed, old planking showed nail holes indicating one other roof at an earlier time.” 

The roof replacement was inspired by the leaks and numerous “band-aid” repairs that had been done for 
some time.  According to Joe Alonso, “Slates were missing and cracked and the Pennsylvania slate that 
had been used was not top-of-the-line and had begun to flake and fade over time.” 

Because the Herb Cottage is an historical building 
and the shop is a year-round, active business, the 
building was re-roofed in Virginia’s Buckingham 
slate—probably the best slate available today,      
according to Alonso. 

When the old slate was removed, rot was discov-
ered on the old planking.  Some parts were replaced 
and the entire old surface was covered with new 
plywood to provide a smooth, fine nailing surface for 
the new slate. 

According to Alonso, the skylight was in terrible con-
dition.  “The original galvanized metal cladding was 
rusted and full of holes,” he said.  “It was completely 
re-clad in lead coated copper which is now the 
same shade as that on other cathedral roofs.” 

“The finial on the peak was also in bad shape,” he 
added.  “It was replaced by an exact duplicate, also 
in lead coated copper.” 

“The new Herb Cottage roof is now up to the     
standards of excellence and craftsmanship of other 
buildings on the close, ” said Alonso proudly. 

    The next time you are on the close, be sure to visit  
the Herb Cottage to shop for special, affordable gifts.  

On your way in, look up at the dry, long-lasting new roof!  And remember, phone orders and gift wrapping 
are available at the Herb Cottage.  Call 202-537-8982. 
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� is published three times a year for the general membership of All Hallows Guild. 

The editor wishes to thank all those who contributed to the content of this issue:  Joe Alonso,  Linda Daisley,  Joe 
Luebke,  Joanne Murphy, Dede Petri and Mary Beth Ray.  Photos by Linda Daisley, Dee Skillern and Julie White.   

          Missy Warfield, editor  

The Herb Cottage bedecked in its new slate roof 



 

 

 

A Sail on the QM2 and Tour of English Gardens Could  Benefit All Hallows Guild 
“Great Gardens, Palaces and Castles of Great Britain” is the theme of a June trip on the recently launched Queen Mary 
2 where long-time Guild friend Holly Shimizu and her husband, Osamu, will lecture.  The trip is a seven day/six night 
trans-Atlantic journey followed by six days and five nights in London. 

 

“We’re telling our members about this trip,” said Guild President Linda Daisley, “because the trip price includes a per 
cabin $300 tax-deductible contribution to All Hallows Guild!  What a way to 
have fun while helping the Guild.”  

 

While at sea aboard the newest and largest luxury liner, passengers may 
attend special seminars on gardening subjects by noted horticulturist Holly 
Shimizu, Executive Director of the U. S. Botanical Gardens and her land-
scape architect husband, Osamu. 

 

In England, customized tours will include visits to Hampton Court Palace 
and Privy Gardens, The Royal Botanic Gardens at Kew, Windsor Castle, 
Great Park (Windsor Forest), Great Fosters and gardens, Kensington   
Palace and gardens, Leeds Castle and gardens, Canterbury, Dover and 
more.  An optional 3-day extension package is available.  For more information, contact Linda Daisley at the All Hallows 
Guild Office (202-537-2937). 

Valentines for Volunteers 

The Volunteer Thank You Tea was a Valentine Tea this 
year, held on February 11.  Preceded by a fascinating tour 
of the Cathedral needlework, the party was filled with 
much hilarity and fun.  Shown here are the Tea Captains  
who served up hilarity as well as tea!  They are (l-r) Ca thie 
Jones, Dodie Paige, Gay Dorn, Louise Beale, Betty 
Gordon, Mary Lou Semans and Sheila  Marshall.   Seated 
are Jan O’Neal and Kay Diane Bowles. 

 

Marie’s Gifts Continue 

For the Herb Cottage 

We mourn the death of 
Marie Kreuzberg, long-time 
Herb Cottage volunteer, 
who again gave of herself 
with a generous bequest to 
the Herb Cottage.  The gift 
was brought by her devoted 
niece, Melita McCully, to a 
luncheon where Marie was 
remembered for her quick 
wit, delivered in that deep, 
resonant voice, and for her 
love of the Herb Cottage 
Family . 

Marie Kreuzberg 
was a Tuesday 
faithful at the 
Herb Cottage 

Marie’s niece, Melita McCully, with Herb     
Cottage manager, Laura Felt, and Kay Brown. 
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By Mary Beth Ray 

 

Dust off your dancing shoes and say “ole” 
to a new Flower Mart event, a Mexican 
Fiesta!  

 

Mark your calendar for Friday evening, 
April 2, and be swept off your feet by the 
rhythms of a tropical salsa band.  Join the 
Mexican Ambassador and his wife, the 
Flower Mart Committee, and lots of your 
All Hallows Guild friends for what prom-
ises to be a fun and exciting evening of salsa dancing, 
Mexican food and margaritas.   

 

The Fiesta will take place in the spectacular Mexican In-
stitute, formerly the residence of the Mexican ambassa-
dor.  The Mexican Institute was recently featured in the 
new Embassy Residences book, written by the wives of 
the ambassadors of Chile and Columbia.  The Institute, 
cum mansion, features a three-story mural painted by 
Roberto Cueva del Rio, a disciple of Diego Rivera.   The 
Talavera tile indoor courtyard was designed by Cueva del 
Rio himself, and it demonstrates the Arabian influences 
brought to America by the Spanish conquerors.  The 
courtyard is festively decorated with coats of arms repre-
senting the Mexican states.  The second floor music 
room replicates the music room of Fontainebleau in 
France, and the elegant dining room was once the largest 
in Washington.   

 

This regal space will create an elegant and exciting     
atmosphere that truly reflects the way we feel about 
Flower Mart, our many dedicated supporters, and our 
generous Mexican hosts.   

 

The Mexican Fiesta is both a Flower Mart fund-raiser 
and a heartfelt thank you for the hundreds of volun-
teers who have made Flower Mart Washington’s pre-
mier springtime event for 65 years.  Look for your invi-
tation in the mail, and send in your check quickly, as 
we expect this event to be fully subscribed.   

 

Complimentary valet parking will be available.  Should 
you wish to help with the Fiesta, or should you have 
any questions, please call Karen Johnsen, Fiesta 
Chairman, at 202-966-5765. 

Say “Ole” to the Mexican Flower Mart Fiesta on April 2 
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Mrs. Ignacio 
Duran, wife of 
the Minister of 
Culture,     
demonstrates 
the prepara-
tion of tradi-
tional Mexican 
foods to the 
St. Albans   
Parents Flower 
Mart Tea Com-
mittee.  

You may taste 
these recipes 
at the Mart. 

In photo at 
right, Mrs. 
Bremer is 
joined by 
Flower Mart 
chair Mary 
Beth Ray, 
and Guild 
President 
Linda   
Daisley, at 
the Flower 
Mart  Coffee 
(shown left) 
in the Mexi-
can  Ambas-
sador’s    
residence.   

Flower Mart volunteers enjoy the Embassy Coffee 
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explore Olmsted’s plans for the Cathedral Close, visit the 
outdoor amphitheater and discuss Phase III plans to     
revitalize this beautiful space.  
 

Thurs., April 1,  2004, 10 a.m. --  Can You Identify This 
Tree?  Don’t be an April  fool when it comes to tree ID! 
There are over 700 trees in the Olmsted Woods and this 
tour will showcase ways to identify trees --- terminal 
buds, bark, and leaves -- as well as other secrets of the 
arboreal world.  
 

Thurs., April 8, 15, 22,  and 29, 10 a.m. -- The Greening 
of the Olmsted Woods.  Join wildflower and horticultural 
experts for this series of walks designed to track the 
“greening” of the Woods during the month of April. Tours 
will focus on spring ephemerals, wildflowers, native 
plants and budding trees.  The ongoing restoration and 
stewardship campaign will also be discussed.  
 

Friday, May 7 and Sat.,  May 8, 2004,  2 p.m.  -- Flower 
Mart --   Take a relaxing walk in the Woods to learn more 
about the restoration project including planting plans, 
water management and amphitheater restoration.  
 

Thurs., May 13, 2004, 10 a.m.  -- What’s Blooming? 

On this tour, we’ll take a look at what’s blooming in the 
Olmsted Woods.  Cathedral horticultural staff will focus 
on wildflowers, groundcovers and shrubs in late spring.  
Please note a Bird Walk precedes this tour. 

Thurs. May 20, 2004, 10 a.m. -- Restoration Update . 
Come wander the Woods, with a stop on the Woodland 
Bridge, and a visit to the outdoor amphitheater.  Please note 
a Bird Walk precedes this tour.  
 

Thurs., June 17, 2004, 10 a.m.  -- Tree Identification.  As 
the summer solstice approaches, we will focus once again 
on how to identify the many trees in the Olmsted Woods 
 

BIRD WALKS 

As the Woods undergoes restoration, a guiding principle is 
the inclusion of groundcovers, shrubs and trees attractive to 
birds and other wildlife.  Please join experienced birder 
Sheila Cochran at the George Washington Statue. Wear 
sturdy shoes and don’t forget your binoculars! 

Thurs., May 13 -- 9 a.m. ; Thurs., May 20-- 9 a.m.  
 

Please remember: Trampling harms the            
restoration effort.  Kindly leash all pets. 
 

For the tours : Please wear sturdy water-proof shoes. 
Unless otherwise noted, participants should meet at the 
George Washington Statue on Pilgrim Road.  No reserva-
tions are required and all programs are free.  Programs 
will be cancelled in the event of heavy rain.  Questions:  
Call All Hallows Guild, Woodlands Information line, 
202.537.2319.  
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(continued from page 2) 

Flowers will be everywhere at Flower Mart.  Have your dahlias lost their 
dazzle?  Do your azaleas need more zing?  Bring your questions to the 
plant clinic, which will feature local master gardeners.    Check out the 
latest in plant chic at landscaping booths.  Hear what radio station 
WTOP’s Mike McGrath has to say about getting your garden ready for 
spring.  And Premier Plants will be back with your favorite perennials, and 
gift baskets ready for giving on Mother’s Day.   

 

Don’t forget to bring the children and grandchildren.  In addition to the 
magnificent Rolling Rainforest, the children will be busy climbing the     
Cathedral Tower and the rock wall, riding our beautiful antique carousel, 
and jumping on the moon bounce.  This year will feature new baseball 
and soccer activities for both older and younger kids.  And who knows 
what Mexican delights will be in store for children of all ages at the puppet 
show?  The costumes and plot are sure to dazzle even the most jaded 
theatergoers. 

 

Would you like to volunteer?  We would love your help.  If you can help 
either during Flower Mart or before, please contact Flower Mart Chairman 
Mary Beth Ray at 202-966-5441, or by email at 
“marybethray@starpower.net.”  

Phone: 202-537-2937 
 

RETURN SERVICE 
REQUESTED 
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Flower Mart Means Fun for All on Mother’s Day Weeke nd! 
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