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FLOWER MART 2008—DOUBLE CELEBRATIONS LIGHT UP THE CLOSE!

Marking the 69" year of sponsoring
Flower Mart, All Hallows Guild has
WG EY PR A SING T - i  announced a celebration of flowers,
food and family fun on May 2 and 3
The Cathedral's Captennial . 4 ’
| e edrdl s ariehnig that includes the honored country of
i B l
il -

the Republic of South Africa and
participation in the Cathedral Centen-
nial events. All proceeds benefit the
Cathedral gardens and grounds.

More than 100 volunteers are helping
to make the weekend a spectacular
show of music, dances, lectures and
tours under the enthusiastic leader-
ship of chair Debbie Page, All
Hallows Guild member. The ambassador of the Republic of
South Africa, His Excellency Welile Nhlapo, will open the festi-
val on Friday, May 2, at 11:00 A.M. when ribbon-cutting cere-
. monies begin. The art and artistry of South Africa, a historically
fascinating nation, will highlight the entire festival. The Lesole
Dancers (at left) will demonstrate colorful rhythms of the
country both days; traditional foods of South Africa prepared by
over 35 volunteer chefs (over 700 servings of 7 recipes) will be
featured in the St. Albans Tea Room.

FMO08 Chair Debbie Page

3 Al - Children’s activities include games and rides, particularly the

. ay 2 & Mﬂf 3 colorfully restored antique carousel with its 22 hand- carved

animals and lilting caliola tunes. Performances by the Cathedral

Cathedral photo by Donovan Marks schools’ (NCS and St. Albans) musical groups are planned. In

the Cathedral, Betty Gordon & Company will create an adventurous puppet show based on South African lore for the
littlest youngsters.

Celebrating its third year, the “Flowers Around the World” exhibit has proved to be a spectacular show of Washing-
ton embassy flower displays in the Cathedral nave. Spotlighted and personalized by each embassy’s most prominent
flower designer, this year’s show includes 18 displays (so far) featuring native plants and flowers found “’round the
world”, explains chair Jane Battle. Outside, interesting Garden Lectures and tours by Cathedral horticulturists and
other gardening experts will be conducted both days. All events will be listed in our program.

Vendors will have flowers, foods, plants, crafts, clothing, jewelry and other artistry available in the picturesque
booths dotting the Cathedral Close. The popular White Elephant booth, where chair Mary Lou Semans presides over
a large selection of donated collectors’ items for the home and family, will feature precious heirlooms along with eve-
ryday gifts and gadgets.

Cathedral Centennial presence is adding a special birthday glow to the 2008 Flower Mart. In addition to all the

traditional Mart events, the Cathedral is planning special exhibits in its own Centennial Tent on ), inued on page 4
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The Amazing Flora of South Afrlca By Jenmfer Lee-Thorp

September is springtime in South Africa and a time to
enjoy the wealth of indigenous flora erupting in an
annual extravaganza of color, form and beauty. The
landscape ranges from savanna, forest, grassy high
veldt plains through the semi —desert of the Karoo
down to the coastal belt and mountains of the Cape
Province, swathed across the tip of Africa, and where
the “fynbos” (fine-leaved bushes) delight us with the
variety of proteas, leucadendron, flowering bulbs,
gazania daisies and many more. With each distinctive
habitat the vegetation changes and a recent tally
counted over 24,000 species ranging through the varied
habitats.

The diversity of species is thought to stem from climate
changes over the millennia, frequent fires and nutri- | o006 "o P
. > ) permum (''pincushion . - .

ent poor soils that created a range of habitats, encour-  protea) —small flowers in Twltnte ?alla lilies & pink
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aging plants .to evolve in new ways. Certain plants background, flowering ericas Both photos by Jennifer Lee-Thorp
today germinate only after a veldt (open country—
grass, bushes, shrubs) fire, the seeds having lain dormant in the soil for several
years since the previous fire. An example of this is the Belladonna lily (Amaryllis belladonna).

The coastal belt, hillsides and hinterland mountains of the Cape Floral Kingdom form the smallest of the world’s six
plant kingdoms covering only 0.04% of the earth’s surface. Yet it is the richest in variety with over 8,600 species of
which 68% occur nowhere else. Table Mountain, the famous backdrop to the city of Cape Town, has more flower-
ing species (1400) covering its slopes than there are in the United Kingdom. The rarest of these is the famous red
orchid “Disa uniflora” or “flower of the gods™ that flourishes alongside mountain streams. It is also the emblem of the
Mountain Club of South Africa. The fynbos is the richest bulb region in the world with over 1400 species—watsonia,
gladiolus, ixia and ornithogalum can be seen in large swathes across the natural landscape. Three hundred years ago
a Dutch ship carrying bulbs of the Guernsey Lily/ Nerina sarniensis (nerine — water nymph, Sarnia is the Latin name
for the Channel Islands) from the slopes of Table Mountain went aground on the Channel Isles off the coast of Eng-
land. The bulbs washed ashore, took root and have bloomed prolifically ever since, hence the name Guernsey Lily!

The Protea cynaroides (king protea) is the national flower of South Africa and the large pink blossoms can reach 12”
across in size. The Proteaceae family is one of the most varied of "fynbos" with
over 450 species ranging from the Protea cynaroides through the “pincushion”
varieties to the delicate P. serruria florida (“blushing bride”). Carl Linnaeus,
father of botanical nomenclature, received specimens from collector Carl
Thunberg in the 1770’s and named the Protea after Proteus, the god credited with
assuming any shape at will.

Cecil Rhodes, of Rhodes Scholarship fame, left in his will the large tract of land
on the eastern slopes of Table Mountain to “the united peoples of South Africa.”
This is now the Kirstenbosch Botanical Garden and where the accompanying pic-
tures were taken. When next you admire any of the following, pelargoniums,
King protea calla lilies. gladiolus, clivia, agapanthus, ericas (heaths), morea, crocosmia, crane
flower, gerberas, kniphofia to name a few, remember their origin in the Cape
Floral Kingdom and South Africa.
About the Author, Jennifer Lee-Thorp
Jennifer Lee-Thorp was born in and grew up in Zimbabwe. Her parents later returned to South Africa thus she has
always been familiar with the floral beauty of this area of Africa. Jennifer had lived in England, Scotland and Italy
before moving to California and thence to McLean, VA where she met her South African born husband, Vincent.
The Lee-Thorps visit South Africa annually to spend time with family and friends Jennifer is a member of the
Cathedral’s Flower Guild and will be floral designer of South Africa’s entry into “Flowers Around the World.”
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The “Greenln% of Bratenahl House
The Dean and Mrs. Lloyd are going “Green”. eothermal -

heat pump system has been installed at Bratenahl House and
will eliminate the use of certain fossil fuels to heat and cool the
historic home at 3525 Woodley Road.

Now the official residence of the Cathedral’s Dean and Mrs.
Lloyd, it was built by and was owned by Dean and Mrs.
George Bratenahl from 1918 to 1940. Florence Brown
Bratenahl, the founder of All Hallows Guild, actually
purchased the lot the house was built on. She conceived the
plans for the residence, but used the well-known Washington,
DC, architects, March & Peter. The original lot purchased by
Mrs. Bratenahl actually extended over to Lowell Street. In
1917, the Edmonston Construction Company began construc-
tion of the house. A permit was issued in 1918 to add a garage
indicating that perhaps the family had given up their horse and * SRR IR
buggy. While Dean Bratenahl was concerned with the building of the Cathedral— hlS wife was concerned with the
building of Bratenahl House.

The Dean retired from his illustrious career in May, 1936. His health was frail and he spent his retirement at Weath-
ered Oak Farm in Maryland and at Bratenahl House and subsequently died in 1939. Mrs. Bratenahl died fifteen
months after her husband.  After their parents’ deaths, ownership transferred to the two adult sons, Charles and
Alexander. The house was sold by the brothers in 1945 to the famous columnist, Walter Lippmann, who stayed there
for twenty-two years. In 1967, when Lippmann moved back to New York, the Cathedral Foundation purchased the
house. The Foundation next rented the residence to Senator and Mrs. Eugene J. McCarthy. Following their departure
in 1973, the home was rented to several other families and in 1985, Provost and Mrs. Charles A. Perry moved in and
stayed until 1990. In 1992, The Very Reverend and Mrs. Nathan Baxter and their family lived in the home until his
retirement as Dean of the Cathedral in 2003. The above historical information was liberally garnered from
Robert E. Kendig’s “The Bratenahl Haus—An Interim Report”

What is a Geothermal System and How Does it Work?

The prime contractor and engineer of this system was Allen and
Shariff Corporation. Mark Williamson, Cathedral Engineer, who
also directed this project, explains in layman’s terms how the system
works: Basically it is a system that circulates fluid through a closed

well system up to 800 feet deep where it reverses the heat exchange
process before returning to the house to start the process over. The
six wells dug at Bratenahl House were longer or deeper than the
Cathedral is tall. The ground temperature at these depths remains 58
fairly stable throughout the year—so that the ground temperatureis

warmer than the outside air in the winter and cooler than the air in = pyiy rig dlgglng the first 60 feet of the first of six
the summer. In summer, the cooler temperature (stored in the  holes on Bratenahl House grounds. The landscape
earth) is exchanged with warmer ambient temperature. These has been carefully restored since.
warmer temperatures are then stored in the earth until the reverse

process occurs in the winter. The average ground temperature around the Close hovers at a moderate 55 degree Fahr-
enheit. As such, the geothermal heat pump does not have to work as hard to make cold air warm in the winter and
warm air cold in the summer. The system itself is a simpler operation mechanically than a traditional boiler/furnace
and air conditioning system and requires less maintenance. Although the new systems cost more initially, it is pro-
jected that money will be saved over the long run. Most of the cost savings are in the elimination of gas and fuel
costs.

Bratenahl House has seen a lot of history within its walls. Now the walls are warmer and the home is not only more
comfortable for its inhabitants, but the Dean and Mrs. Lloyd have the added benefit of contributing to good
“stewardship” of the Cathedral Close environment. Mrs. Bratenahl would definitely approve.
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Violet Spencer Thoron—A Remembrance By Suzanne Miller

A most loyal member and friend of All Hallows Guild died on January 5, 2008. Violet Spencer Thoron was born
March 1, 1906 in Washington, D.C. She was active in many organizations in Washington throughout her long
life. We remember her as a Life member of All Hallows Guild. She served on the Garden Committee in the
1950s. She was the Corresponding Secretary 1978-1982 and the Treasurer of All Hallows Guild from 1982-1986.
She was a member of the Garden Committee 1987-1999. She worked with Anne Elsbree and the landscape archi-
tect Meade Palmer to bring into being the new garden at Bratenahl House in 1986. She served on the Archives
Committee from 1993-2006. When the Olmsted Woods restoration project was being shaped in 1993, she gra-
ciously agreed to be the Honorary Chairman of the Olmsted Woods Restoration Project.

In the north transept of the Washington Cathedral is a pier dedicated to Violet Thoron’s husband, Benjamin
Warder Thoron. He was closely involved with the Cathedral as Business Manager from 1947 and Foundation
Treasurer for twenty years from 1951 and was an honorary member of the Cathedral Chapter until his death in
1975.

Violet remembered her mother-in-law’s description of the history of the beginning of All Hallows Guild Flower
Mart. In 1932 Mrs. Thoron, Senior, spent the winter in Rome. She often went to the Spanish Steps in Rome,
where flower sellers gathered to sell their blossoms. She suggested that the Cathedral south steps, the Pilgrim
Steps, would also lend themselves as a place to stage a flower sale to benefit the Cathedral grounds. In 1939 the
first All Hallows Guild Flower Mart was indeed held on the Pilgrim Steps.

It was her mother-in-law, Mrs. Thoron, Senior, who took Violet Thoron out to buy herbs at Weathered Oak Herb
Farm in Bethesda, a 20-acre place where Mrs. Florence Bratenahl with the help of Charles Merryman grew and
sold herb plants in the late 1930s.

The great oak table in the Cathedral Library comes from the Spencer home on Massachusetts Avenue, a gift to the
Cathedral. Other gifts from Mrs. Thoron supported the Cathedral Choral Society whose concert-master’s chair is
named in her honor. She was a member of the Cathedral Altar Guild.

Violet Thoron is fondly remembered as a member of the Board of All Hallows Guild, always beautifully dressed,
working on her needlepoint at meetings but never missing any points of the discussions and always speaking up
on behalf of the gardens and of the grounds. She was endowed with a fine sense of design which was carried out
in her house on P Street and at ‘High Hope’ her lovely old farm, one of the oldest houses on Martha’s Vineyard.
Her gardens at both places were a subtle mixture of forms and colors. She brought her talents to the Board of All
Hallows Guild and from the 1950s until January 2008 continued to support the work of the Guild to make the
Cathedral Close a place of beauty, peace, and refreshment.

Flower Mart 2008 (continued from page one)

the West Lawn including lectures and tours on architecture

(see page 7) and gargoyles and other Cathedral
programs Friday and Saturday for the amusement
of the whole family while they learn more about
this magnificent Cathedral. In the Rare Book
Library, the touching “ Dreamers and Believers”
exhibit will be shown. In the Cathedral, there
will be organ demonstrations both days. On Sat-
urday, Centennial Birthday Cakes will delight
our visitors and celebrate the Centennial year as
well as congratulate the

69-year-old Flower
“Washington’s premier springtime family outdoor event.”
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If you wish to be on the guest list, please phone
Susan Foster at: 202-337-1177.

Rain or shine, the Flower Mart takes place at Washington
National Cathedral, located at Massachusetts and Wisconsin Avenues, on Friday, May 2 from 10 am-6pm, and
on Saturday, May 3 from 10 am to Spm. Admission is free. Paid parking in the new underground garage.
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More Clippings From the Gardens

WHEN THE WEATHER TURNS COLD, THE DOCENTS
AND THE GARDENERS ENJOY BEING INSIDE TO
LEARN AND SOCIALIZE

e At the end of January, Peggy Steuart and the
AHG Garden Committee hosted a luncheon given
for the Cathedral gardeners in the Refectory of the
Cathedral College. Everyone enjoyed themselves
thoroughly and had a interesting time discussing
the gardens and sharing stories of interest. It takes
a staff of 17 people to keep the grounds looking
as beautiful as they are and six of them are “zone”
gardeners—each responsible for a  different
“zone” or area of the Close. Missing from the
photo at left are: Paul Cady, Beauvoir, CC House,
Wilson Grounds; Suzanne Weber, Olmsted
Woods & Amphitheater; and Preston Kresovich,
Manager of Turf and Athletic Fields.

L to R: Joe Luebke, Director of Horticulture; Peggy Steuart, Chair AHG .

Garden Committee; Maureen Alonso, Horticulture Manager; Gilberto Anne Roulhac, AHG Garden Docent Education
Castro, NCS Zone Gardener; Bill Suite, St. Albans School Gardener. head, has worked over the winter months to
Back Row: Dan Liebman, Cathedral Zone; Brett Hudon, Bishop’s Garden.  prepare an updated instructional text to enable

our docents to be even more learned in their pres-
entations on garden tours. Anne also organized a get-to-together on
February 14th in the Cathedral Library for the docents to hear Julie
Cooke, Head of Cathedral’s Visitors Programs & Volunteer Services
Department,. She provided some valuable hints and techniques for lead-
ing a guided tour. Anne (left picture) finds interest even in the winter
garden’s bloom-less beds. If you enjoy gardens, you may find being a
garden docent rewarding,
call: 202 537-2304 for
information.

¢ October 17th was a
glorious day on the Close
and a perfect backdrop for
- - W the dedication of the Octo-
ber Glory Red maple tree (Acer Rubrum) given by the Canadian Em-
bassy to Washington National Cathedral. Mrs. Margaret Wilson, wife
of the Canadian Ambassador, was present at the Dedication. She is
shown in the photograph on the right holding the ceremonial shovel
(last used by the Prince of Wales during a Cathedral visit). The red
maple is located near the elevator to the underground parking garage
on the West Front. The beautiful tree was the first tree to be dedicated
in the second century of the Cathedral. The shape of this tree’s maple
leaf is the symbol on the Canadian flag. Canada was the honored
country at the highly successful Flower Mart 2007, when the idea of a
tree dedication was formulated. The tree was planted with the celebra-
tion of the many years of peace and understanding between Canada
and the United States and the assurance that this important cooperative | ;g Mary Evelyn Dean, President of Al
relationship will continue in the future. Hallows Guild, Mrs. Margaret Wilson, wife of
Canadian Ambassador.
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South African Embassy Hosts Morning Tea By Peggy Pickard

Photos by Jane Battle and Dee Skillern

More than 60 guests thronged the elegant South African Embassy residence on February
19™ when members of the diplomatic community, All Hallows Guild and Flower Mart com-
mittee members met for a morning of tea and conversation. Welcomed by Cecile Heppes,
Second Secretary at the Embassy, the group was next updated on Flower Mart 2008 by
chair Debbie Page, whose enthusiastic leadership is making this year’s festival one of the
most outstanding in its long history. Mary Evelyn Dean, AHG president, expressed the
Guild’s appreciation to the South African Embassy for its gracious hospitality and generous participation in Flower
Mart. She also welcomed special guests Karen Chane, wife of Bishop John Bryson Chane and Marguerite Lloyd,
wife of cathedral Dean Samuel T. Lloyd, III.

Deputy Chief of Mission Derick Moyo gave a lively review of the grand diversity and startling beauty of his home-
land. All this will be showcased during the 2008 Flower Mart on May 2 and 3 when Washington National Cathe-
dral’s grounds and gardens will be alive with the first Flower Mart to honor the Republic of South Africa. As
guests applauded, Mr. Moyo presented Mrs. Page with the book, South Africa-the Beautiful, a compilation of prose
and photographs by author Brian Johnson Barker. It was personally signed by Ambassador Welilie Nhlapo, who
was out of town on official duties.

As guests were invited into the spacious dining room for refreshments, they were deeply impressed by the richly
paneled walls of South African woods, now almost extinct. Dominating one wall was an oil painting of elegantly
shaded flowers by Irma Stern (1895-1966), one of South Africa’s most esteemed artists. A delicious buffet table of
delectable foods included some favorite South African delicacies: Banana Bread, Date Nut Loaf and the tempting
hot meat pastries called Samoosas. Even the centerpiece flower arrangement featured the glorious rose-pink King
Proteus bloom, National Flower of South Africa. As guests chatted and admired the lovely room, Mrs. Siphiwe
Mkhize, wife of the Minister of Agriculture, Dr. Mkhize, answered questions about her graceful gown and head-
dress, in pure white, with handsome black accents. Her beautifully beaded necklace, consisting of many hundreds
of small, colorful jewel beads was a significant indication of South African art. Later, as guests dispersed, one
visitor happily announced, “This was a perfect occasion ...and a perfect beginning to Flower Mart season!”

LATION Inspiration in Stone: Cathedral Architecture—Saturday, May 3, 2008; 10 AM

X T A Cathedral Centennial Event at Flower Mart

Silhouetted against the Washington skyline, the Cathedral’s timeless architecture is a triumph of the
Gothic style. Little wonder that this majestic edifice evokes amazement and awe in visitors. John
Runkle, Cathedral conservator, is an Episcopal priest and an architect specializing in historic struc-
tures. His talk investigates the power of the Cathedral’s limestone walls, buttresses and vaulted spaces.
Fee: $10; Held in the seventh floor auditorium; Includes rarely seen spaces and treasures; Register
online at www.nationalcathedral.org; call (202) 537-6397 with questions. Be sure to visit the Cathe-
dral’s




ALL HALLOWS HERALD NON PROFIT ORG:

U.S. POSTAGE PAID

PERMIT NO.#1
All Hallows Guild SUBURBAN. MD
Washington National Cathedral 20898

Wisconsin and Mass. Aves., NW
Washington, DC 20016-5098

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED
All Hallows Guild Office: 202-537-2937

Visit us on line: www.cathedral.org/ahg.shtml

The All Hallows Herald is published three times
a year and is a benefit of Guild membership.
Linda Daisley & Peggy Pickard—Co-Editors
Contributors: Linda Daisley, Peggy Pickard,
Suzanne Miller, and Jennifer Lee-Thorp.

Editing & Proofing: Carol Kelleher

Mailing & Photography: Jane Battle

HAVE BOOKS YOU WISH TO DONATE?

THE NCS BOOK SALE AT FLOWER MART will be
receiving donations*, dvds, cds and videos begin-
ning March 31st. Drop off may be made at the
Cathedral underground Parking Garage (level
2B—first 1/2 hour of parking is free) or at the NCS
roadway crossing on Woodley Road.

* no textbooks please

ALL HALLODWS GUILD ACTIVITIES

>  Guided Tours., Garden Touwrs are conducted by AN Hallows Guild docents &pril
through Octobear. fin wnreserved towr leaves fram the Herb Coltage each Wednesday
at 1030 am. Reserved lours are available by callirg (202) 5372037, Woods Walks take
place thrgweghaul he year, and seasanal Bird Walks when appropriate, Chmsbed Wasds
InTedima: (3021 53T7-23149,

Fundraising Projocts. The Guild raises fund= in a vaniety of woays: Flower Mark,
held the first Friday and Saturday of May each year; Gifts and Memorials; the Herb
Cottage, a gift shop open 10 am to § pm daily; and Towur and Tea, which is co-spon-
sored with Visitor Program= and combines & tour of the Cathedral with an elegant bea

Loeciures and Programs. Presented throughout the year, these ane usually of a
hoarticuliural interest.

] dunrnsal 320 ) Bamalactor 350
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All Hallows Guild is an all-
volunteer organization within the e A 1 e T
PECF. The Guild is responsible T et Is LIM il B S3.500
for the preservation and beautifi- ok Restaratian [ Tree $1,000

cation of the 569 acres surrounding
Washington National Cathedral.
Above—Sundial (18th century
English Bronze sundial on 13th
century Gothic Capital)
Bishop’s Garden
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