
Seeing is Bee-lieving 
Autumn 2022 



Happy “New Year!” 

Dear Friends, 

Although the calendar says it is the 
fall, anyone who knows me will tell 
you that I always view September as 
my “personal” new year. With the start of academic 
calendars as well as the All Hallows Guild “working year,” I 
feel a renewed sense of excitement connected to all of the 
wonderful events that can now take place on the grounds of 
the Washington National Cathedral. 

With our continuing work to restore our historic carousel 
and our efforts to preserve the Olmsted Woods, we are also 
undertaking new projects this year including long-needed 
restorative work on the Norman Arch and Shadow House. 
Each of these projects reflects our board’s commitment to 
ensuring that these components of a visitor’s Cathedral 
experience are properly maintained to ensure community 
enjoyment years to come.  

After much uncertainty due to pandemic-related challenges, 
I am thrilled to report that Flower Mart 2022 happened! 
Hosting this event after a two-year hiatus was a clear 
demonstration of our volunteers’ commitment to bringing 
back this  beloved community celebration. While the skies 
may have been gray and the temperatures unseasonably 
cool, the sounds of carousel music and children’s laughter 
were abundant, a much-needed salve to years of lockdown 
and missed opportunities for fellowship and fun. And plans 
for Flower Mart 2023 are well underway with the event 
certain to be our best yet! 

All Hallows Guild’s mission is fairly straightforward- as 
stewards for the gardens and grounds at the Washington 
National Cathedral, our purpose is to ensure that the 57 
acres that create this campus provide a haven of peace and 
reflection for all people, regardless of their faith.  We are 
deeply grateful to all who support this mission and we look 
forward to providing you with more information 
throughout the year on our work. 

Sincerely, 

Christina J. Grigorian 
AHG President, Fall 2022 

GARDEN DAY 
Sunday, September 25th 

1:00 - 4:00 pm 

Join us on the Cathedral’s front lawn for 
an afternoon of family fun, including: 

• Garden tour information with self-
guided tours 

• Children’s crafts 
• AHG activity and membership info 
• Plus, Wilbur, the Carousel Pig! 

Join us at 
www.allhallowsguild.org



All Hallows Guild Summer Interns 2022 

by Carol H. Kelleher,  
AHG Garden Committee Chair 

It was my pleasure to spend some time with our two summer 
horticulture interns and hear their thoughts on their work in our 
gardens and how it will help direct their academic studies as they 

progress through university. 

We welcome back Maia Kessler, who also joined us last 
summer. Maia is from near Philadelphia and is a rising senior 
in the University of Maryland’s program in Landscape 
Architecture. She was happy to return to the Close because of 
her very positive experience in the summer of 2021. Maia 
loved the work and being outdoors, and especially the 
wonderful people on our staff.  

Maia has found her experience in plant identification to be 
invaluable. She has 18 people in her studio in her UMD 
program and says most do not know the plants. As much as 
the plant ID had benefited her, she says the practical elements 
of the gardening work, of maintenance needs (such as where 
to place a hose spigot), will be critical for her planned work as 
a landscape architect. 

Maia’s summer work here has confirmed that she likes 
outside work more than sitting at a desk working at a 
computer with CAD [computer-aided design]. Perhaps we 
will find Maia ensconced in Shadow House with her laptop, 
designing a new space somewhere, having the best of both 
worlds. 

Maia’s favorite space is the Bishop’s Garden, and feeling some 
ownership of it, given her two summers working here. She 
loves planting and even finds weeding satisfying, and loves 
watering the roses in the early morning when all is fresh. It 
does seem Maia has taken “ownership” of these gardens - 
thank you for your work, Maia! 

Jonah Webb of nearby Silver Spring, Maryland, also attends 
University of Maryland and is a rising sophomore in the 
Ornamental Horticulture program. Fortunately, the posting 
for this internship was sent to his college advisors, to pave the 
way for Jonah’s arrival here. Jonah always knew he would 
work with plants, but his summer job has opened his 
horizons to other opportunities in the field; it has given him 
an interest in Landscape Architecture as well. Like so many of 
our other interns over the years, Jonah says the day-to-day 
exposure to plant identification is invaluable, and the work 
has solidified his focus on horticulture while revealing how 
many different aspects there are to the field. 

Jonah has joined with the Wednesday Olmsted 
Woods Crew in pulling invasive plants, chiefly 
English Ivy, to allow tree roots to breathe and to 
clear areas where native wildflowers can then 
flourish. This stalwart crew works so hard to help 
revive our native woodland and our interns are 
pulled in to aid this wonderful effort. Happily 
Jonah reports that working in the Woods is his 
favorite task. And we much appreciate your help in 
this never-ending job, Jonah.  

Our interns have traditionally had access to select 
horticulture seminars and special tours of nearby public 
gardens; during the pandemic these opportunities were 
either canceled or severely curtailed. However, this 
summer Maia and Jonah have had a chance to tour both 
Hillwood and Tudor Place. 

Each summer our interns are given a project for which 
they plan a garden design, and specify, source, and price 
the plants. They present the entire plan to our 
horticulturists for critique, and then to All Hallows Guild 
Garden Committee for approval and funding. This year 
Maia and Jonah are designing the 2023 displays in the 
very popular Sundial Bed - the spring tulip show and the 
bold summer annuals.  We look forward to reviewing their 
plans and ideas. 

All Hallows Guild is justifiably proud of our longstanding 
program of supporting summer horticulture interns. The 
landscape certainly benefits from youthful energy, 
enthusiasm, and new ideas, and we know the experience 
of gardening and working with our outstanding 
horticulture staff will guide them in both their studies and 
a future career. Without programs like ours, where will we 
find the gardeners of tomorrow? 

Maia and Jonah at work in the Sundial Bed  
in the Bishop’s Garden



  Flower Mart 2023!  
This May, Washington’s premier spring festival will be back on the Close, 
with Premier Plants, festival food, gift vendors, entertainment, kids’ rides 
and games, an international floral display, and all the usual fun!  Rain or 
(we hope) shine!   

             Save the Date!  Fri., May 5 and Sat., May 6 

Why is your Membership Renewal 
important? 

Each fall, we ask our stalwart members to renew their 
commitment to All Hallows Guild. This contribution allows 
the Guild to preserve and maintain the Gardens and 
Grounds of the Washington National Cathedral.  Your dues 
will help us to: 

— fund the renovation of our historic antique carousel, a 
favorite of children at Flower Mart. 

—fund stonework and statue repair 

—allow the horticultural staff to plant and maintain native 
flowers and plants in the Bishops Garden, the pollinator 
garden and the landscape tapestry you see throughout the 
57 acres of the Cathedral Close.  

—keep this special place open year round, free of charge 
for all to enjoy! 

In the coming year, we hope you will renew your 
membership and enjoy these benefits:  

Free admission for you and a guest to the Cathedral; 

A discount at our Annual Greens Sale; 

 A discount to attend events and activities hosted by 
organizations with similar interests;  

An invitation to attend our Annual Meeting in November 
with a guest lecturer & refreshments;  

Invitations and advanced notice of special events, 
dedication ceremonies and activities. 

THANKS FOR YOUR SUPPORT!  

WWW.ALLHALLOWSGUILD.ORG 

Please Join us for our   ANNUAL MEETING 

                 Tuesday, November 1 

Washington National Cathedral 
           7th Floor Auditorium 

 coffee and refreshments - 9:00 am 
meeting and program - 10:00 am 

GUEST SPEAKER: 

MELANIE CHOUKAS-BRADLEY 

TOPIC:  

“FOREST BATHING IN THE CITY OF TREES” 

Throughout 2022, the National Association of Olmsted 
Parks has commemorated the 200th anniversary of 
Frederick Law Olmsted Sr.’s birth with a nationwide 
celebration of his life and legacy, the Olmsted 200 
(olmsted200.org). Along with scores of Olmsted parks 
and gardens across the nation, All Hallows Guild, 

stewards of the National Cathedral Gardens, is proud to participate in 
this celebration.  We cap the year with a program focusing on our 5-
acre woodland, The Olmsted Woods. 

In a talk given in 1919, Frederick Law Olmsted Jr., landscape architect 
for the Cathedral Close, spoke about the "great charm of approaching 
the Cathedral through and up a wooded hillside,” helping the visitor 
“to forget the hurly-burly and busy-ness of a work-a-day world.” 

In that spirit,  All Hallows Guild is excited 
to announce that Melanie Choukas-
Bradley is the speaker for our Annual 
Meeting.  During the pandemic and after, 
both the gardens of the Cathedral Close 
and the Olmsted Woods were destinations 
for significantly increased numbers of 
visitors seeking solace, serenity, and a connection with nature even as 
we were sometimes disconnected from human company.  

Forest bathing derives from the Japanese term shinrin-yoku, 
meaning“absorbing the forest atmosphere.” The practice encourages 
people to simply spend time in nature (no actual bathing in the 
woods).  

Melanie Choukas-Bradley is a writer and Certified Nature and Forest 
Therapy Guide. Melanie leads forest bathing walks and tree tours for 
the Audubon Naturalist Society, the United States Botanic Garden, 
Smithsonian Associates, the Rock Creek Conservancy, the Nature 
Conservancy, and other organizations.  

Ms. Choukas-Bradley is the author of A Year in Rock Creek Park, City of 
Trees [Washington, D.C.], The Joy of Forest Bathing, and Resilience, among 
many other books. She is familiar with the Olmsted Woods and our 
work here over years of visits, and we are honored to have her as our 
speaker. 



 

Join or Renew -  Your membership is vital to our mission. Membership provides free admission to the 

Cathedral, invitations to special events, discounts, and more. 

__  Life - $700  
__  Steward - $500/year 
__  Benefactor - $250/year 
__  Centenarian - $100/year 
__  Family - (up to 4 family members)  $75/year 
__  Annual - $40/year 

 Total Membership Dues                                                                                                          $________ 

Additional Sponsorship Donation - (Ongoing projects) 

__  Olmsted Woods Rescue Plan – Restricted                          $________ 

__ Conservation of  Norman Arch – Restricted                             $________ 

__  Antique Carousel Animal Restoration –  
Restricted                            $________ 
      

__  General landscaping - Unrestricted (general support)                        $________ 

Total Additional Donation:                                     $________

Memorial/Honorary Donation - 
In memory of/honor of:                  

_________________________________________________                                                    $________ 

Total                                                                                                                   $_______ 
_______

Please return this form with your payment to:
All Hallows Guild 

Washington National Cathedral 
3101 Wisconsin Avenue NW 
Washington, DC  20016-5098 

202-537-2937 
We welcome your donations online at: www.allhallowsguild.org  

All gifts are tax-deductible to the extent of the law 

Name:  ____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address:  __________________________________________________________________________________ 

Telephone:   _________________________   

Email:  _______________________________________________ 

___ My check is included                  (For credit card transactions, please go to www.allhallowsguild.org)

ALL HALLOWS GUILD 
WASHINGTON NATIONAL CATHEDRAL GARDENS


